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the goal. If the French are determined to go on
the defensive, our (British) task on the Western
Front may become so difficult that the Cabinet
may decide to abandon the further prosecution of
the Palestine campaign and to bring our Salonika
troops as reinforcements to our Western Front.

I mention this here because I consider the time
is now rapidly approaching when the military
situation as a whole will have to be most carefully
reviewed by the War Cabinet and circumstances
may force them to contract their military fronts
even more than was above suggested. We are
approaching the final stage of this long-drawn-out
struggle, when we cannot afford to make any more
mistakes, and when any false move made by either
side may well prove decisive and fatal to it.

6.  Contingencies.

All this is the reason why I am anxious to see a
proper strategic reserve established. The chapter
of accidents in war is a long and curious one,
and many a struggle has been settled by something
unforeseen happening near the end. We want a
reserve force to provide against surprises and
accidents and also to be in a position to make
use of any good opportunity which may present
itself for offensive action on our part. . . .

7.   Review of policy necessary,

The point I would emphasise finally for the atten-
tion of the War Cabinet is that the time has come,
or is coming soon, when the strategic situation, both
military and naval, in relation to our resources and
diplomacy, should be reviewed as a whole, and,
so far as is possible, a definite policy should be laid
down on the points raised in this memorandum
as well as on others which I have refrained from